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at Columbia University

In over half of all OECD countries 90% or more of young people continue in education for at least a year
after the end of compulsory schooling. In four countries, 20% or more of young people drop out of
education within a year of the end of compulsory schooling. In general, young people are staying in
school longer and working toward an upper secondary degree. Across OECD countries as a whole,
though, some one in four 20 — 24 year—olds still have not completed upper secondary education.
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: Ages and Duration of Schooling
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Sources: OECD education database. For the “Percentage not in education one year after ending age of compulsory education”
data comes from the Thematic Review From Initial Education to Working Life: Making Transitions Work. Paris: OECD
Publications Services. For the “Beginning year of compulsory education, see Eurydice website
(http://www.eurydice.org/documents/time1/en/table%5Fi.htm).
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