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Table 3.21c: Marginal-, Middle-, and High-Income 

Children in 15 Countries in the 1990s 
 

 Marginal 
Income 

Middle 
Income 

High  
Income 

United States  34 49 17 

Italy 34 50 16 

United Kingdom 33 49 18 

Canada 28 59 14 

Australia 26 61 13 

Spain 26 58 16 

Germany 19 70 11 

France 17 67 16 

Netherlands 15 77 8 

Switzerland 18 71 11 

Belgium 15 71 15 

Denmark 13 78 8 

Norway 12 79 9 

Finland 11 79 11 

Sweden 7 85 8 

 
Source: Rainwater, L., & Smeeding, T. M. (2003). Poor 
Kids in a Rich Country: America’s Children in Comparative 
Perspective, Figure 2.1, p. 33. New York: Russell Sage 
Foundation. 


