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Table 1.74: Annual data: Employment status of the working-age population, approximating U.S. concepts, 10
countries (Numbers in thousands)

Employment status

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
and country

Civilian labor force

United States 128,105 129,200 131,056 132,304 133,943 136,297 137,673 139,368 142,583 143,734 144,863
Canada 14,177 14,308 14,400 14,517 14,669 14,958 15,237 15,536 15,789 16,027 16,475
Australia 8,557 8,613 8,771 8,995 9,115 9,204 9,339 9,466 9,678 9,817 9,964
Japan 65,040 65,470 65,780 65,990 66,450 67,200 67,240 67,090 66,990 66,870 66,240
France 24,440 24,480 24,670 24,750 25,000 25,130 25,440 25,800 26,050 26,340 -
Germany 39,010 39,100 39,070 38,980 39,140 39,420 39,750 39,800 39,750 39,780 -
Italy 22,910 22,570 22,450 22,460 22,570 22,680 22,960 23,130 23,340 23,540 23,750
Netherlands 6,920 7,020 7,150 7,200 7,390 7,530 7,610 7,830 8,130 8,290 -
Sweden 4,520 4,443 4,418 4,460 4,459 4,418 4,402 4,430 4,489 4,530 4,542
United Kingdom 28,410 28,050 27,990 28,040 28,140 28,270 28,380 28,610 28,780 28,870 -

Participation rate’
United States 66.4 66.3 66.6 66.6 66.8 67.1 67.1 67.1 67.1 66.8 66.6
Canada 65.9 65.5 65.2 64.9 64.7 65.0 65.4 65.8 65.9 66.0 66.8
Australia 63.9 63.5 63.9 64.6 64.6 64.3 64.3 64.2 64.7 64.7 64.7
Japan 63.4 63.3 63.1 62.9 63.0 63.2 62.8 62.4 62.0 61.6 60.8
France 55.6 55.4 55.5 55.4 55.6 55.5 55.9 56.3 56.5 56.8 -
Germany 58.2 57.7 57.4 57.1 57.1 57.3 57.7 57.6 57.4 57.2 -
Italy 47.5 47.9 47.3 47.1 47.1 47.2 47.6 47.8 48.1 48.3 48.6
Netherlands 57.5 58.0 58.6 58.7 60.0 60.8 61.0 62.4 64.4 65.4 -
Sweden 65.7 64.5 63.7 64.1 64.0 63.3 62.8 62.8 63.8 63.7 63.6
United Kingdom 63.1 62.5 62.3 62.3 62.3 62.4 62.5 62.7 62.8 62.7 -
Employed

United States 118,492 120,259 123,060 124,900 126,708 129,558 131,463 133,488 136,891 136,933 136,485
Canada 12,672 12,770 13,027 13,271 13,380 13,705 14,068 14,456 14,827 14,997 15,325
Australia 7,660 7,699 7,942 8,256 8,364 8,444 8,618 8,808 9,068 9,157 9,334
Japan 63,620 63,810 63,860 63,890 64,200 64,900 64,450 63,920 63,790 63,470 62,650
France 22,000 21,710 21,750 21,950 22,040 22,170 22,580 23,070 23,670 24,100 -
Germany 36,390 35,990 35,760 35,780 35,640 35,510 36,060 36,360 36,540 36,590 -
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Employment status g4, 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

and country
Italy 21,230 20,270 19,940 19,820 19,920 19,990 20,210 20,460 20,840 21,270 21,580
Netherlands 6,550 6,570 6,660 6,730 6,950 7,160 7,310 7,580 7,900 8,090 -
Sweden 4,265 4,028 3,992 4,056 4,019 3,973 4,034 4,117 4,229 4,303 4,308
United Kingdom 25,530 25,120 25,320 25,600 25,850 26,290 26,600 26,890 27,200 27,400 -

Employment-

population ratio®

United States 61.5 61.7 62.5 62.9 63.2 63.8 64.1 64.3 64.4 63.7 62.7
Canada 58.9 58.5 59.0 59.4 59.1 59.7 60.4 61.3 62.1 61.9 62.4
Australia 57.2 56.8 57.8 59.2 59.3 59.0 59.3 59.8 60.6 60.4 60.6
Japan 62.0 61.7 61.3 60.9 60.9 61.0 60.2 59.4 59.0 58.4 57.5
France 50.1 49.1 49.0 49.1 49.0 49.0 49.6 50.4 514 51.9 -
Germany 54.2 53.2 52.6 52.4 52.0 51.6 52.3 52.6 52.7 52.6 -
Italy 44.0 43.0 42.0 41.5 41.6 41.6 41.9 42.3 42.9 43.6 44.1
Netherlands 54.5 54.2 54.6 54.9 56.4 57.8 58.6 60.4 62.6 63.9 -
Sweden 62.0 58.5 57.6 58.3 57.7 56.9 57.6 58.4 60.1 60.5 60.3
United Kingdom 56.7 56.0 56.4 56.9 57.3 58.1 58.6 59.0 59.4 59.5 -

Unemployed
United States 9,613 8,940 7,996 7,404 7,236 6,739 6,210 5,880 5,692 6,801 8,378
Canada 1,505 1,539 1,373 1,246 1,289 1,252 1,169 1,080 962 1,031 1,150
Australia 897 914 829 739 751 760 721 658 611 661 629
Japan 1,420 1,660 1,920 2,100 2,250 2,300 2,790 3,170 3,200 3,400 3,590
France 2,430 2,770 2,920 2,800 2,970 2,960 2,870 2,730 2,380 2,240 -
Germany 2,620 3,110 3,320 3,200 3,510 3,910 3,690 3,440 3,210 3,190 -
Italy 1,680 2,300 2,510 2,640 2,650 2,690 2,750 2,670 2,500 2,270 2,160
Netherlands 370 440 490 480 440 370 300 250 220 200 -
Sweden 255 415 426 404 440 445 368 313 260 227 234
United Kingdom 2,880 2,930 2,670 2,440 2,290 1,980 1,780 1,720 1,580 1,470 -
Unemployment rate
United States 75 6.9 6.1 5.6 54 4.9 45 42 4.0 47 5.8
Canada 10.6 10.8 9.5 8.6 3.8 8.4 7.7 7.0 6.1 6.4 7.0
Australia 10.5 10.6 9.4 8.2 8.2 8.3 7.7 7.0 6.3 6.7 6.3
Japan 2.2 2.5 2.9 3.2 3.4 3.4 4.1 4.7 4.8 5.1 5.4
France 9.9 11.3 11.8 11.3 11.9 11.8 11.3 10.6 9.1 8.5 8.8
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Employment status 49, 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
and country
Germany 6.7 8.0 8.5 8.2 9.0 9.9 9.3 8.6 8.1 8.0 8.4
Italy 73 10.2 11.2 11.8 11.7 11.9 12.0 11.5 10.7 9.6 9.1
Netherlands 5.3 6.3 6.9 6.7 6.0 4.9 3.9 3.2 2.7 24 -
Sweden 5.6 9.3 9.6 9.1 9.9 10.1 8.4 7.1 5.8 5.0 5.2
United Kingdom 10.1 10.4 9.5 8.7 8.1 7.0 6.3 6.0 5.5 5.1 5.2

! Labor force as a percent of the working-age population.
* Employment as a percent of the working-age population.

NOTE: Dash indicates data are not available. For further qualifications and historical data, see Comparative Civilian Labor Force Statistics, Ten Countries, 1959-2001
(Bureau of Labor Statistics, Apr. 14, 2003), on the Internet at http://www.bls.gov/fls/home.htm.

SOURCE: Monthly Labor Review, U.S., March 2004, p. 118.
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